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an admiring audience; and who, even if their
circle is wholly indifferent, find food for delight
in the consciousness of how skilfully and satis-
factorily they discharge their duties. I remember
once hearing a worthy clergyman, of no particular
force, begin a speech at a missionary meeting by
saying that people had often asked him what was
the secret of his smile ; and that he had always
replied that he was unaware that his smile had
any special quality ; but that if it indeed was so,
and it would be idle to pretend that a good many
people had not noticed it, it was that he imported
a resolute cheerfulness into all that he did. The
man, as I have said, was not in any way distin-
guished, but there can be no doubt that the
thought of his heavenly smile was a very sustain-
ing one, and that the sense of responsibility that
the possession of such a characteristic gave him,
undoubtedly made him endeavour to smile like
the Cheshire Cat, when he did not feel particularly
cheerful.
It is not, however, common to find people make
such a frank and candid confession of their
superiority. The feeling is generally kept for
more or less private consumption. The under-
lying self-satisfaction generally manifests itself, for
instance, with people who have no real illusions,
say, about their personal appearance, in leading
them to feel, after a chance glance at themselves
in a mirror, that they really do not look so bad in